
Happy New Year!: Celebrating 2022’s Impact

As we mark the successes of 2022, we enthusiastically embrace the promise of
the New Year and the momentum we and our amazing volunteers have made
possible for HIF and the communities we serve.

The staff and leadership of HIF can never acknowledge and thank enough the
many champions and supporters that made the following impact possible:

Emergency Housing Fund:

HIF hit a new milestone in providing over $1,081,921 emergency rental
support for over 540 households in 2022.

Affordable Housing Initiative: 

https://www.hifinfo.org/
https://www.hifinfo.org/
https://www.hifinfo.org/programs/emergency-housing-fund/


25 new households have been enrolled in our housing program, saving on
average $1,150 in rent with over $527,000 in donated rent from our
landlord partners. 

Renovation Program: 
HIF’s Board and network of vendors contributed over $50,000 in market
value renovations in support of Maitri Shelter Domestic Violence Shelter
and the Ecumenical Hunger Program.

HIF’s Major Gifts Committee secured over $1,050,000 in donations to help
reach these milestones and help propel HIF toward sustained growth.  

We will share more details on our impact in our 2022 Annual Report which will
be published in next month’s newsletter.

Transitions: Thank you to HIF’s wonderful
volunteers and Champions!

HIF is profoundly grateful for the support of the following Champions who
have been instrumental in the success of our mission!
 

https://www.hifinfo.org/programs/affordable-housing-initiative/


CORT Furniture
CORT Furniture has been a key supporter and board member of HIF for well
over a decade. The impact they have made as sponsors of our events and our
Renovation Program is profound. Chris Gertz exemplifies the kind of servant

 leadership that has been shared by each HIF Board
representative and all team members at CORT.
Though CORT has transitioned off our board, they will
continue to support HIF’s mission through our events
and programs.

Just this past December, Tony Semonick, District
General Manager - San Francisco led CORT’s support
of our Affordable Housing Initiative. Thanks to Tony,
CORT and ABL Properties (see below), a new AHI
participant has, for the first time in over 2 years,
secure and stable housing, a bed to sleep in, and a

beautiful, fully furnished apartment.

“CORT has appreciated our time on the board and will continue to support HIF
in the future. As Muhammad Ali said, ‘Service to others is the rent you pay for
your room here on Earth.’" - Chris Gertz, CORT Furniture

ABL Properties
Since the start of HIF’s Affordable Housing Initiative (AHI) in 2019, ABL
Properties has been a vitally important part of the program. Through the support
of Joel Rubnitz, president of ABL Properties, and
Annalissa Leonido, VP of Operations at ABL and HIF
Events Committee Member, HIF has placed 10 AHI
households in secure housing throughout the San
Jose area, keeping them in their desired community
and reducing their commute to their workplace. HIF is
grateful for ABL’s support in helping to establish the
AHI Program as a key part of HIF’s mission and response to the housing crisis.

Since 2019 ABL has:

Learn more about CORT Furniture

https://www.hifinfo.org/programs/affordable-housing-initiative/
https://www.cort.com/


Housed 16 individuals 
Provided over $109,300 in donated rent
Served on HIF’s Events Committee

Celebrating Daxx Esparza’s leadership and
service to AvalonBay and HIF!

HIF is proud to celebrate a wonderful milestone in the life and career of one of
our most ardent and supportive volunteers. For over 30 years, Daxx Esparza
has dedicated himself to development of his team and to supporting and
engaging the community through
AvalonBay Communities (AVB). Dozens
of AVB employees who have benefitted
from Daxx’s support and guidance have
gone on to strong and productive careers
at AVB and in the multifamily industry.

Since 2003, Daxx has dedicated
thousands of hours of volunteer support,
Board service and leadership for HIF, as
well as helped to secure over $540,000 in
financial support to our mission. He has
also been a central part of developing a
positive and results-driven culture on our
Board and for our organization, and has
been an invaluable partner with HIF’s
leadership as we continue to expand and
strengthen HIF and expand our impact in the community.

Congratulations on your 30th anniversary with AvalonBay Communities!
Please share with us a bit of what this milestone means to you.

Celebrating 30 years with one company is rare these days. I was lucky enough
to join a company that grew significantly as my multi-family career developed.
Achieving three decades with AvalonBay means that I have had the pleasure to
work with, and learn from, the best in the REIT world. It also means I have

Learn more about ABL Properties

https://new.avaloncommunities.com/
https://www.ablproperties.com/


made a positive difference in the lives of AvalonBay associates as well as the
families we have helped via HIF’s programs.

As you look back on 20 years of supporting HIF’s mission and your
service on the Board, how does HIF's mission align with AVB's culture
and priorities, as well as your own?

My favorite AvalonBay core value is the Spirit of Caring which ties directly to our
work at HIF. HIF has been AvalonBay NorCal’s largest philanthropic partner for
over 20 years and I could not think of a better non-profit to align with. Together,

we help make a direct and immediate impact
with a focus on homelessness prevention for
individuals and families in need.

Share a bit of your experience serving on our
Board and as an active volunteer for HIF.
How has your own leadership journey
impacted HIF and vice versa?

HIF’s Board is filled with hardworking and
intelligent folks that truly care to help eliminate
homelessness. I have learned so much from

long term, established board members as well as from our newer members.
Most importantly, I have learned to listen more to alternative views which has
helped me be more open to different ways to help with homelessness
prevention.

What do you look forward to in 2023, both for AVB and for HIF?

In 2023, I look forward to doing all I can to help promote AvalonBay associates
to where they want to go while also increasing awareness and support for HIF’s
programs.

Learn more about AvalonBay Communities

https://new.avaloncommunities.com/about-us/


Limited time offer for HIF event sponsorship
discounts!

Home Runs for Housing and Ride Home sponsorships are now available!
Early-bird pricing is available for sponsors who sign up AND pay by February 1,
2023.

Visit our website for more information, or email amanda@hifinfo.org to get
your company on the list and take advantage of early bird pricing!

Home Runs for Housing
Annual kickball tournament

Friday, May 5, 2023
Twin Creeks Sports Complex,

969 E Caribbean Dr., Sunnyvale

Ride Home
Annual cycling & walk event

Saturday, June 24, 2023
Hellyer County Park,

985 Hellyer Ave, San Jose

Our Industry. Our Community.

Donate

https://www.hifinfo.org/
https://www.hifinfo.org/upcoming-hif-events/
mailto:amanda@hifinfo.org
https://www.hifinfo.org/donate/
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